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13 September 1965 


BRIEFING NOTES 


THE CONGO 


The overall military situation in the Congo 


continues to improve, but we are still con= 


cerned about the rebel concentration in the 


Fizi region on the northwest shores of Lake 


Tanganyika. 


1. 


In the last few days, there has been 
a spate of rumors suggesting that a 
rebel offensive may be in the offing 
north of Fizi, toward Bukavu, the 
largest city in the eastern Congo. 
We think the government can hold its 
own in this area fer the time being. 
A recent report indicates that more 
Cubans, probably guerrilla traineys, 
have arrived in Dar es Salaam in 
Tanzania, possibly for deployment to 
the Congo. At least two Cubans are 
already believed to be with the Fizi 
rebels. 


The campaign against the Fizi area 


G-l 


SECRET 


82R00025R000600040008-8 


25X1 


fe | Approved For Release ee 


from the South, in which some 350 
mercenaries are to take part, has 
been delayed until late October. 

II. The power struggle between President Kasavubu 
and Premier Tshombé appears to have cooled 
off for the time being. 

1, The two are reported to have come 
to an agreement under which Kasavubu 
will rename Tshombé prime minister 
in a new government to be formed 
after the calling of Parliament, 
now scheduled to convene on 20 

ed September. 

2. The basic divisive issues--including 
the question of whether Tshombé in-— 
tends to run for president--are un= 
resolved, however, and any lessening 
of friction between the two is prob. 


ably temporary. . 
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